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ACT I
PROLOGUE
This scene is structured as a presentational
prologue where the Interviewees as a ’chorus’ or
’narrators’ directly address the audience. The
remaining teacher-actors enter the space with
their backpacks and ’set up’ behind the
Interviewees, as though it is the start of a
school day. Classes take place stage right and
the staff area is stage left. The Interviewees
are embedded within, yet remain distanced from,
the action. They describe and react to the
action and the self. The characters within the
scenes rarely interact with the Interviewees.
All teacher-actors remain on stage throughout
the performance. They change costume and move
props in full view of the audience.
The dialogue for the prologue was developed as
an amalgamation of individual participants’
words. This is the only time in the performance
where a polyphonic representation of voices is
employed. The remainder of the text consists of
representing verbatim data. The prologue, and
the choral characters of the Interviewees, serve
to enhance the reflective processes involved in
the re-creation and representation of the
firsts. The Interviewees look back on their past
selves recognising the transformations that have
taken place in their practice, and the shifts in
their identities. The Interviewee characters
were divided into three to reflect the way each
participant thought aloud in the interview when
describing their firsts. Interviewee 1 expresses
a desire to go back and assist their past self
with the knowledge and experience of the present
self. S/he represents key moments of shifts in
identity, with a particular reference to time
and place. Interviewee 2 speaks of the different
emotions experienced in coming to terms with the
shifts in her identity. S/he often contradicts
what she has said as Interviewee 1, expressing
the awkwardness that comes with liminal
experiences. Interviewee 3 captures the way the
participants have reflected on the achievements
and areas for improvement in their practice as
conditional to making progress. S/he expresses a
sense of hope that is present in all the
participants’ experiences, and has shaped the
structure of the scenes with respect to how each
experience begins, develops, reaches a turning
point, and resolves.
2.
INTERVIEWEES on stage, TEACHERS enter in their
’teacher shirts’ - one by one during the
dialogue they remove their shirt, except for
JANET, and take up their starting position.
INTERVIEWEES direct dialogue to audience
throughout.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I wish I could go back in time, six or eight months,
the knowledge and experience I have now. I would do
things so differently. I just didn’t even think about
it at the time.
INTERVIEWEE 2
It could have gone either way, but I think it would
have been positive regardless. When I think about it
now, looking back, I’m like wow, I was in a
completely different head space to what I am now.
It’s probably funny looking back on it.
INTERVIEWEE 3
I think now, looking back at it, now I’m so happy.
I’ve done everything I could.
JANET
This scene contains opportunity for some
improvised language - distinguished by [...] -
in addition to the verbatim data.
JANET
to audience
Part of me still sees myself as
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘just a grad’
JANET
to audience
just because I don’t have years of experience under
my belt yet.
moves to ’interview’
INTERVIEWER
Tell us about [some of your classroom management
strategies]
JANET
At uni [I did an assignment on classroom management]
INTERVIEWER
What about [some of the things you’ve implemented in
the classroom]
3.
JANET
While I was on rounds [I helped my supervising
teacher]
INTERVIEWER
So you haven’t actually implemented any strategies
yourself?
JANET
Well, as a student teacher [I haven’t really had the
chance yet, but I’m looking forward to the
opportunity]
INTERVIEWER
ends the interview
transition to the first day
JANET
opening classroom door - a group of parents rush
in from outside
Hello, I’m...
PARENT 1
My son hasn’t been feeling well, if he doesn’t feel
well can you call me?
PARENT 2
My name’s Pam and I’m Julie’s mum.
PARENT 3
My daughter has a tummy ache, if she doesn’t feel
well can you call me?
PARENT 4
I’m Max’s dad and this is my partner Claire, and
you’ve already met Max’s mum Anita. Max’s got a
mosquito bite - if it flares up can you get an ice
pack?
PARENTS transform into STUDENTS sitting on the
floor looking up at JANET who starts teaching...
INTERVIEWEE 1
I reckon I felt like a real teacher after the first
day!
INTERVIEWEE 2
Just having my class, they’re really beautiful, I
think it’s because I had such a naughty class last
year, I was expecting the worst.
INTERVIEWEE 3
They’re really lovely, and me being in control, and
no one watching me, I was just like yeah ‘It’s all
mine!’
4.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I can do this!
INTERVIEWEE 2
I still feel like I’m learning a lot but I feel more
comfortable calling myself a teacher now.
INTERVIEWEE 3
And I feel like this is my job, whereas before I was
a bit - I don’t know if I can do it, but now it’s
just... not second nature because I’m still learning
how to do things, but yeah.
STUDENTS move off one by one. JANET is left with
a COLLEAGUE .
COLLEAGUE
So how did it go?
JANET
Good, but can I ask you some questions?
INTERVIEWEE 1
I guess as a grad I do ask a lot of questions. I
don’t want them to be like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘Couldn’t she work that out for herself?’
INTERVIEWEE 2
And I’m sure they wouldn’t. They’ve said you can ask
anything at all, but you don’t want to look like an
idiot!
INTERVIEWEE 3
I know I’ll be doing a lot of talking with my mentor,
and my supervising teacher as well; now my
ex-supervising teacher... my colleague!
MAGGIE
MAGGIE and a small group of GRAD teachers
standing watching the students come in to school
on the first day
MAGGIE
It’s real. This is happening! It’s the only time
we’ll ever have it. We’ll never get to do it again.
It’s kind of like a new start to the rest of our
lives. You never get to have your first day again.
GRAD 1
I’m shit scared!
GRAD 2
Me too!
5.
MAGGIE
Yeah, ’good’ scary. Exciting scary. No supervising
teacher! Oh my god, let’s go get our kids!
as MAGGIE goes into the classroom and organises
students
INTERVIEWEE 1
I remember the first time - the Friday morning, and
it was sort of a bit busy and where do we put our
stuff and I’d already put their names on their hooks,
so I said just put your name on, find your seat...
INTERVIEWEE 2
once they’d all done that they went and sat on the
floor, so I got the last person done and I turned
around and they were all just sitting there staring
at me, and I was kind of like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘OK, they’re really quiet...what do we do now?’
INTERVIEWEE 3
The first time you’re alone and they’re quiet and
they’re like ‘do something with us - teach us
something’. OK - what are we doing? SHIT!
tableaux
INTERVIEWEE 2
Then, in the moment, I didn’t feel as much like a
’real’ teacher. I felt like I was kind of getting
away with something I shouldn’t be.
INTERVIEWEE 3
Just until I felt more confident - yes this is my
class, yes I can do this. I felt like that for an
hour - maybe by recess, then I had everyone’s names.
LACHY
LACHY
to audience
On my first teaching day I went down to the staff
room at 8:45 for briefing, and I had period 1 spare,
so I was like this is good. I’ve got time to get
ready and stuff. And I went down and the extras sheet
was out and I looked at the extras sheet and
LACY & NARRATOR 1, 2 & 3
I had an extra period one!
INTERVIEWEE 1
And it was a year 7 class so their first high school
class,
6.
INTERVIEWEE 2
and I had a yard duty before school, so I had no time
to prepare or anything!
INTERVIEWEE 3
That was like a really interesting way to kick off my
teaching career!
INTERVIEWEE 1
I felt pretty excited because I had my year 7s
planned and I was like sweet, I’ll just use that same
lesson.
INTERVIEWEE 2
But I was a bit daunted like whew - I felt adrenalin
yes, and I basically had no time to stress because I
had yard duty and all the year 7 parents were there
and staff running everywhere - and talking to people
and then the bell went and I had to go to class.
INTERVIEWEE 3
I kind of didn’t have time to think about it or
anything.
LACHY gets students in a circle and while
playing a name game the Head of Junior School
passes and stops to observe.
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
That was fabulous Lachy - those kids will remember
that forever - you couldn’t have done anything
better.
move off still talking
INTERVIEWEE 1
On that same day, period 2 I had year 10s.
INTERVIEWEE 2
My first year 10 class I remember I was running late
for some reason already. They were all waiting out
the front and I was like...
LACHY
g’day! I’m your English teacher...
Puts key in the door and can’t unlock the door.
Tries every single one of the keys and still
can’t get it to open. Goes next door to get
another teacher’s keys and her keys don’t
work... find someone who had a key for the room,
unlock door and go in. Starts teaching...
LACHY
OK, so we’re half way through the lesson, any
questions?
7.
STUDENT 1
Um, are you our teacher?
INTERVIEWEE 3
And funnily enough that class now is my most
difficult class. I really do attribute it to having a
shaky start.
LACHY
to audience
All before recess!! It was pretty full on - pretty
whirlwind.
LARA
TEACHER 1
OK, so that’s the first 2 weeks planned. Any other
questions? OK.
LARA
goes to her desk while the TEACHERS stay
gossiping
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Are you all right down there Lara?
LARA
to self/audience
I don’t feel part of the team.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I’m super uncomfortable because all they do is bitch
about people at the school and I don’t join in, and
sit there not talking to anyone feeling
uncomfortable, because I don’t know these people!
INTERVIEWEE 2
They haven’t done anything wrong to me, and I don’t
want to join in with gossiping about things that
happened in the past because they didn’t affect me.
INTERVIEWEE 3
And all the people they’re talking about have seemed
really nice, so that’s one of the hardest things -
I’m actually on the outer because I don’t join in.
The other prep teachers are very anal - very OCD and
I didn’t want to be like that.
TEACHERS, as though talking to their classes,
dialogue is spoken simultaneously in a calm yet
mechanical tone
8.
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Get your lunchbox out of your bag and have some brain
food
LARA
to her students
OK - brain food time - go get your lunchbox...
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Put your lunchbox in your bag...
LARA
Oh, put your lunchbox in your bag...
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
now put your bag away and sit at the table quietly.
LARA
and, quick, put your bag away and come and sit down.
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Get your lunchbox out of your bag and have a snack.
LARA
OK, snack time, go get your lunchbox out of your
bag...
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Put your lunchbox in your bag...
LARA
Oh, put your lunchbox in your bag...
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Get your lunchbox out of your bag and have some lunch
LARA
OK - lunch time - go get your lunchbox...
TEACHERS 1, 2 & 3
Put your lunchbox in your bag...
LARA
Oh, put your lunchbox in your bag...RIGHT! Just leave
your lunch box on the table until the end of the day.
INTERVIEWEE 1
Because it’s open plan I’m always looking into the
other room and going
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘Oh her kids are more organised and know what they’re
doing’
9.
INTERVIEWEE 2
and when she lets them in after recess her kids are
in 2 perfect rows - and we’ve got a tub that they put
their drink bottles in so at lunchtime they can go up
to their tub and get their drink,
INTERVIEWEE 3
so her kids are in 2 perfect lines and they’ve
already taken their drink bottle out of the tub, and
I’m like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘these kids just know what to do’
INTERVIEWEE 2
and I thought my kids are so bad they’re not doing
that - I’m not doing things right,
INTERVIEWEE 1
and I think it’s starting to get better just
naturally - it’s not me nagging them all the time,
and I’m like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘Oh - maybe I didn’t need to worry so much?’
INTERVIEWEE 3
And that’s like the littlest thing - it doesn’t have
anything to do with teaching, it’s like a daily thing
that happens. But it’s something that’s actually made
me realise something - I’ve had an epiphany about
lunch boxes!
AMELIA
AMELIA
to audience
There are still kids at the school that I went to
school with in primary school, and this will be the
last lot of them. So there’s still a little bit of
familiarity that shouldn’t be there, it’s not
separate enough yet.
INTERVIEWEE 2
I think that’s a little bit why - my brother’s
friends are in the year I’m teaching and their
friends come over to our house. I would like to be
able to walk in with a clean slate.
INTERVIEWEE 3
I’ve got some year 10s which will be nice because I
don’t know them - that will be good. They need to
know I’m serious - for them to take me seriously.
in class
10.
STUDENT 1
Did you know my brother?
AMELIA
Yes - we went to school together - we’re actually
friends.
STUDENT 1
I told my brother about you and he wants you to know
that he thinks you’re hot.
AMELIA
That’s inappropriate
trying a bit not to laugh
INTERVIEWEE 2
But this then turned into - I then got an email from
the brother that was inappropriate. And I went ‘Ugh!’
INTERVIEWEE 3
I need to look at answering - I’d like to say ‘Yeah -
I knew your brother - I went to school with him’ I
think that’s nice to be able to have that with the
younger kids and I don’t think that’s crossing any
boundaries -
INTERVIEWEE 1
I never did until this happened. And now I kind of go
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘What should I be saying?’
INTERVIEWEE 1
I think some of the staff still see me as a little
bit like the student Amelia.
INTERVIEWEE 2
One of the people in my office who I’ve become
friends with was my teacher in year 10 and he made a
comment to me at the start of the year...
TEACHER
I don’t feel comfortable around you yet as a
professional because I still know that you were a
student... and I can’t let my guard down.
AMELIA
That’s really disappointing - I’m just another
colleague now.
TEACHER
I know but I’m not comfortable with it yet. I’m
sorry.
11.
INTERVIEWEE 3
Later on I think he thought about it, ’cause I was
really quite offended, but then it wasn’t personal I
don’t think, it was new, something that hadn’t
happened yet, and I understand that.
INTERVIEWEE 1
It’s difficult for some of the teachers, but yeah -
at the beginning I was quite hurt but now it’s fine.
INTERVIEWEE 2
And now he’s relaxed and realised nothing’s going to
happen.
INTERVIEWEE 3
The teachers in the office are worried that if I tell
my brothers things, students will know. But they
don’t know that at home nothing is said ever, and I
could trust those boys with anything, and I
completely understand that that could be difficult
for the other staff, but I think a little bit of it
is me making sure that yes I am the teacher.
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
I don’t go home and play dobber.
PRINCIPAL
makes sign of the cross
Please don’t mess up, because I don’t hire graduates
in year 12 positions.
AMELIA
Oh - great, thanks!
INTERVIEWEE 1
I’m not supposed to have a care group as a grad -
that’s part of it, but when the house coordinators
were doing their pick and choose and fight over
people, the principal said
PRINCIPAL
It’s different with Amelia - she can have a care
group.
INTERVIEWEE 2
It’s nice to know the principal has faith in me but
she just forgets I’m a grad.
INTERVIEWEE 3
People keep saying to me ‘are you up every night
planning?’ I’m always saying everything’s great and
they say
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘You just wait.’
12.
INTERVIEWEE 3
Marking - I still think marking’s fun! And they all
just laugh at me.
CASSIDY
CASSIDY curled up on the couch and crying
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
Do you want me to start from the start? Day one?
’rewind’ action only from ** in ’fast’ motion -
couch, backpack, whiteboard, TEACHER, noisy
class - to...
INTERVIEWEE 2
I get anxious moments - you know - I’m dreaming about
it too.
INTERVIEWEE 3
I’ve just got to go with the flow really. I can’t do
too much about it. It’s no use getting worked up and
upset about it, so just go with it and hopefully
there’s someone there to tell me what to do!
CASSIDY
to self/audience
I’d just like to literally get my head around ’you’re
going to be teaching...’
in the classroom - another class is going on at
the other end, there is additional noise of
students’ chairs scraping on floorboards,
students talking at the other end when CASSIDY’S
end is quiet and vice versa
INTERVIEWEE 1
No one prepares you for those first few weeks. This
is what they don’t tell you at uni - they neglect to
tell you this part!
TEACHER
So, how are you going?
CASSIDY
Um...actually...
starts crying - trying to hold back the tears
...bad idea - you should not have asked my how I was
going.
**goes ’home’ to curl up on the couch and cry
CASSIDY
Oh Mum...
13.
MUM
No more crying - you go in tomorrow and speak to the
principal, and tell them it’s not working and you
need something done.
INTERVIEWEE 2
I think I would have had a breakdown no matter what -
it was bound to happen at some stage.
I think you need that to re-fresh - get that weight
off your shoulders - all that stuff that’s been
happening, so re-fresh and start again.
TEACHER
Why did you leave early yesterday?
CASSIDY
I went home to cry.
TEACHER
What? You can’t do that - you have to leave work at
school and go home and that’s your own time!
CASSIDY
We’re moving into the new school and it’s all open
learning, so...everything’s supposedly open - I don’t
know how it’s going to work? We’re a learning
community but at the moment we have 2 classrooms with
no doors and another big open space which used to be
the dance room, so there’s floorboards - I can’t get
my class quiet because there’s the other class in
there, they can’t move their chairs because it’s
floorboards and they scratch the floor...
TEACHER
We need to go speak to the principal.
CASSIDY
to principal
I’m struggling and can’t be in that classroom - it’s
too hard.
PRINCIPAL
Oh, we’ve had expert teachers who’ve found it hard!
CASSIDY
I just want them to be silent for silent reading,
just for 5 minutes!
PRINCIPAL
They don’t have to be silent.
CASSIDY
I know that - but I’d like them to be. I don’t want
them to be so rowdy they’re annoying the other
classes - they’re going into this new space and
14.
CASSIDY
they’re going to have to know how to work quietly -
they need to learn how to be silent before they can
be noisy.
INTERVIEWEE 1
Maybe I’m putting too high expectations on myself -
we’re into day 3 and I was getting upset because I
couldn’t control my class,
INTERVIEWEE 3
but also because I wasn’t getting the guidance - I
haven’t been into a class and started it myself EVER
- I’ve been in at the start of term, but never a
year.
RICHARD
in the staff room
TEACHER
Isaac told me to fuck off today.
RICHARD
Yes! It wasn’t me!!
2 days later
RICHARD
Isaac told me to fuck off today.
STAFF 1
Oh - that sucks.
STAFF 2
It was only a matter of time.
STAFF 3
With a kid like him you’re gonna get that. You can’t
control that.
TEACHER
Welcome to the club!
SARI
SARI
I can remember my first confrontation with a student
- not bad, just ...
STUDENT 1
walks out of the classroom
SARI
Right, what are you doing?
15.
STUDENT 1
I’m going to the toilet Miss.
SARI
You need to ask me to leave before you leave the
classroom.
STUDENT 1
Oh...well...Miss...
INTERVIEWEE 2
I think I could have handled it better, but maybe I
think it was me letting them get away with too much -
names and stuff...
INTERVIEWEE 3
Sometimes I’ll just be yelling, especially with that
trouble class and it’s my ambition to get them really
working well.
INTERVIEWEE 1
But if there’s a kid - they don’t usually walk around
- but if there’s a kid up and you’re like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘What are you doing up?’
INTERVIEWEE 2
or there’ll be smart-ass comments -
INTERVIEWEE 3
I think because I let some of the smart-ass comments
slide at the start, that now I just have to knuckle
down.
SARI
to audience
But I never send the boys out into another classroom
or anything, like they’re my responsibility. And some
of the other teachers will send them, and you can
hear them talking:
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
to another TEACHER about another ’invisible’
teacher
‘She doesn’t need to send them into another
classroom...
SARI
but they’re like...
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
to SARI
‘Sari if you need to, you just send them out to us.’
16.
SARI
But I feel like I need to sort it out myself, and if
I need to send them to another teacher I feel like
I’ll lose authority - do you know what I mean?
SARI
Alright - gentlemen...
STUDENTS
mimicking / making fun of her
Gentlemen!
SARI
Alright guys you’ve got to show me some respect
STUDENT 2
Shut up Miss
SARI
Alright, leave the room.
outside classroom
Why were you being that disrespectful? Do you say
this to all your teachers?
STUDENT 2
Miss I was joking. I was joking!
SARI
If I call your mum and tell her you said "Shut up
Miss" to me what would she say?
STUDENT 2
Oh she’d know I was joking...
INTERVIEWEE 2
His Mum would be really cracking it.
INTERVIEWEE 3
I think it was important because it was the first
time it happened, and from that I use that example
for other examples.
INTERVIEWEE 1
It might not have been the best way to talk to him,
but I always now...
STUDENT 3
to another student
Oh you faggot
SARI
RIGHT, come into my office!
in office with the student
17.
SARI
OK what did you do wrong then?
STUDENT 3
Well I didn’t do anything wrong - I don’t know what I
did?
SARI
Alright do I need to ask you again, or do you want me
to tell you?
STUDENT 3
OK I know what I did - I called him a faggot.
SARI
Did you know that is actually illegal? To do that in
a classroom - or in your workplace you could be
fired, be suspended, for doing something like this?
STUDENT 3
I’m really sorry Miss - I didn’t mean it like that.
INTERVIEWEE 2
Yeah - to shape how I speak to the boys, and to make
them actually see it as their own thing they’ve done
wrong.
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
I don’t know if I’ve done it right?
INTERVIEWEE 1
The only thing I’ve done and this was really bad, I
was so pissed off about it and I took it home and was
like upset, was
INTERVIEWEE 2
I missed one of my science classes -
INTERVIEWEE 3
the timetable changes every week.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I didn’t come into my class and here the boys -
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
all of the teachers said they’ve done it -
INTERVIEWEE 2
but one of the boys should have come and got me,
INTERVIEWEE 3
but they were silent the whole time and no one even
realised that there was no one in the classroom,
INTERVIEWEE 1
and then the boys said they’d come to see me at my
desk, and they,
18.
INTERVIEWEE 2
oh, they hadn’t because I was sitting at my desk the
whole time.
INTERVIEWEE 3
And I was just like devastated.
SARI
rushing in to class
Boys why didn’t you come and get me?! Guys as leaders
you need to be able to stand up and say...
STUDENTS 1 & 4
They didn’t want us to go Miss!
SARI
Alright guys, I know it was my fault, but you guys it
was your fault too - it was your responsibility as
well to come and get me.
STUDENT 4
aggressively
How can you blame this on us Miss?
SARI
Right, leave the room.
STUDENT 4
leaving the room
Yeah but Miss...
SARI
outside the classroom
You can’t speak to me like this in the classroom.
STUDENT 4
But Miss it wasn’t our fault that you didn’t come to
our class.
SARI
I am accepting the responsibility that it was my
fault and it was partly your fault. If you can’t see
that, that’s fine but don’t embarrass me in front of
the rest of the class like this.
STUDENT 4
starts crying
INTERVIEWEE 1
I think now I’m a lot more -
19.
INTERVIEWEE 2
I feel like I’m a lot more confident now, like in
telling students -
INTERVIEWEE 3
I think at the start there’s things like when you’re
walking down the corridor you wouldn’t pick the
students up for, like uniform, and you’re like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘I won’t pick these fights’
INTERVIEWEE 2
but now as you get a lot more confident, get to know
all the students, you’ve got the confidence to tell
people off a little bit more.
INTERVIEWEE 3
Yeah, definitely more confident. Just being more
assertive.
BETH
BETH
to self, imagining what her teaching will be
like - ’idealistic’ mime with STUDENTS
I always still get scared.
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
I don’t know what I’m doing.
INTERVIEWEE 3
And I’m pretty sure I will even when I have a class
on my own I’ll be like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘I don’t know what I’m doing!’
INTERVIEWEE 1
The other day I was like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘This is going to be so hard - what am I doing?’
INTERVIEWEE 2
Then like a few days before that I was like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘Yeah, I’m going to do this and this’
INTERVIEWEE 3
Imagining myself in the classroom - just make it fun.
INTERVIEWEE 1
So I’ve been thinking about that - what I’m going to
do with them to keep them enthused.
20.
INTERVIEWEE 2
I’m excited to have brand new year 7s, like straight
out of primary school - they’ll be so little and cute
‘pinch your cheeks!’
BETH, now actually in class, gets students into
pairs
BETH
Off you go!
She lets them go, and things get out of hand -
students start pushing each other around and
knocking each other to the floor and one kid
nearly smacks his head on the furniture.
BETH
Your behaviour is inappropriate - you cannot do that
now!
INTERVIEWEE 3
Because they are so horrible all the time I feel like
I have to be over-strict because if you give them the
slightest thing they go mental.
transition between class ending/STUDENTS exit
and new class - BETH finishing writing
instructions on the board as STUDENTS come in to
the room
STUDENT 1
Is this what we’re doing today?
BETH
Yes - this is what we’re doing today.
STUDENT 1
Cool
STUDENTS
reading from board, settling down - the ’class’
continues during...
BETH
My housemate has just started 1st year teacher ed and
had to draw the kind of teacher he wants to be,
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
and I’m not the kind of teacher now I would have
drawn then.
INTERVIEWEE 2
And then I got a little bit sad. Because, well I’ve
always thought of myself as sort of - on their level,
jokes with them, kind of relaxed, but I feel like,
especially the year 7s they don’t have that maturity
21.
INTERVIEWEE 2
level to do that, so I have to be like this
matriarchal authoritarian figure up the front.
INTERVIEWEE 3
We still joke around and it’s not a horrible class,
and I’m not one of those hard-ass straight down the
line teachers, but I’m not as chill-axed as I thought
I would have been.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I was a little bit sad, because I was like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
’Oh I’m such a teacher.’
INTERVIEWEE 2
I suppose someone who’s sensible, because I’m quite a
frivolous, crazy person!
INTERVIEWEE 3
But in class that is absolutely toned down.
NARRATORS manipulates BETH into ’the teacher’ -
dress, face, props etc. as though on a
production line.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I get into my teacher costume,
INTERVIEWEE 2
and put on my teacher face,
INTERVIEWEE 3
and go to my teaching show!
INTERVIEWEE 1
I think it’s sad that I’m -
INTERVIEWEE 2
not sad, that’s not the right word -
INTERVIEWEE 3
I’d like to be that fun teacher, but on the other
hand I’m not upset that I’m not.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I think what I’ve got going works so there’s elements
of - I let things slip and I choose my battles, I’m
not completely laissez-faire. I don’t want shambles.
BETH writing on the whiteboard suggestions from
students for class rules
INTERVIEWEE 2
I think what I wanted to be like is I really do think
it’s unrealistic. I really don’t think that you can
have - sounds really wanky but -
22.
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘valuable learning experiences’
INTERVIEWEE 3
while being on their level because a lot of them I
don’t think are mature enough to have that sort of
base to build from.
INTERVIEWEE 1
If I’ve learnt anything I think they need structure
and I probably need structure in my life to!
BETH
to self
Which is hard to instill structure when you have
none!
laughs
SANDRA
ALL miming an action movie but with ’teaching’
movements, followed by slow motion in the
flashback section
INTERVIEWEE 1
In movies, I guess like action movies where all this
stuff is happening and it’s like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
ACTION, ACTION, ACTION, ACTION,
INTERVIEWEE 2
and then it’s like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
flashback scene - ohhhhh -
INTERVIEWEE 3
and then you sort of have that moment to reflect and
then it’s like
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
OH! Something’s happening again!
INTERVIEWEE 1
So you’ve got to go into action again -
INTERVIEWEE 2
like every now and then there’s a pause and you’ve
got your little moment to catch up and have a think
and then
INTERVIEWEE 3
it’s just back into it.
23.
TASH
TASH
The first time that I questioned whether I really
wanted to be in the job.
INTERVIEWEE 1
All my classes are good except for the days that I
have sport and that’s only because -
INTERVIEWEE 2
I like sport -
INTERVIEWEE 3
but because we do sport outside, when the kids are
outside in a big open space they go CRAZY.
TASH set out P.E. cones and STUDENTS are lifting
the cones up and looking through them; going
absolutely crazy and setting off a few of the
others; all out of control - one’s running off
in one direction, others running off in the
other direction. Finally gets STUDENTS back
together.
INTERVIEWEE 1
I came away thinking that I’m not qualified enough -
maybe I’m not ready to do that?
INTERVIEWEE 2
I felt like I was a student teacher. As a student
teacher you’re still a student and not a proper
teacher yet, and I felt like I didn’t have the skills
yet of a proper teacher to be able to handle that
situation.
after class to mentor and other teacher/s
TASH
They were insane!
MENTOR
It’s the group of kids - just wait until they get
used to you, and they’ll start to calm down.
TEACHER 1
We know that class!
TASH
Were they like that with you?
TEACHER 1
OMG yeah - this kid and this kid...
TASH
Yeah they’re the same ones I had giving me trouble.
24.
INTERVIEWEE 3
So that started the conversation, and afterwards a
couple of other teachers came into it and said
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘Yep’
INTERVIEWEE 1
and then their classroom teacher who sits with us
said
INTERVIEWEE 1, 2 & 3
‘Oh no my kids are like that - you’ll get used to it’
INTERVIEWEE 2
and believe it or not I’m starting to get used to it.
INTERVIEWEE 3
So we all found out we’re feeling the same way.
INTERVIEWEE 2
Now it’s funny because every week it’s become a
INTERVIEWEE 1 & 3
‘so how were they this week with you?’...
INTERVIEWEE 2
’Oh they were like this...’
INTERVIEWEE 3
It’s become a weekly catch up session.
SEBASTIAN
NARRATORS describing the 3 ’stages’ - TEACHERS
physically representing the dialogue through
movement and tableaux
INTERVIEWEE 1
At the start I was getting here at 6:30 and leaving
at 6pm and then doing another 2 hours when I got
home. I just realised you’ll crash and burn if you
keep going like that. And it’s just gradual - I’m
learning, I’m learning with the kids. It’s my first
year, I’m not expected to know everything. I accept
that. At the start probably really nervous, I was
kind of bit unsure. Like everything was going really
smoothly but I was really doubting myself. It was
really good but I just wasn’t sure about things. I
was really energetic, even though I couldn’t sleep,
but I was just buzzing the whole time, loving it, it
was awesome, buzzing.
INTERVIEWEE 2
And then after that ended, I went through the phase
where I was doing long hours and I hit the wall a bit
- felt like I had no energy. And it just seemed a bit
25.
INTERVIEWEE 2
tough - like little things, I was really run down but
I was relaxed at the same time. I wasn’t stressing
about anything. I was doing long hours, I wanted to
get a lot of stuff done, I wanted displays up, but it
wasn’t stressful. I was really relaxed.
INTERVIEWEE 3
Now I feel like - probably feel more comfortable,
more - I don’t know. But it just felt like there was
3 stages - like the excitement and the buzz, and the
working out, and now like I’ve got through that
section and I really feel probably settled for the
first time. I’m not stressed - I feel more
constructive. I’m a bit more switched on and working
shorter hours and I just feel like I’m being more
constructive with my time. Now it’s more like this is
the path I want to take.
